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The last of the season’s Join the fleet for the
ulf Winter Talks Gloucester
\ Harbour Rally
Anchors Aweigh at Easter

Applications via PCC
Call Gordon Craig for details
01453 811021

Saturday 7th April

Start the season in style
TSC - March 15th - 8pm

See page 3 for detals Local history and the Severn ' " ’ “ '
By Allan Knapp




MARINE
INSURANCE

YOUR LOCAL BROKER

Thornbury Sailing Club " LB LR Dl

marine
insurance Tel 029 2063 1166

Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting

Bay Marine Insurance

In accordance with Rule 6.5 of the Rules and Bye-Lawj ©°nsvants timited

2006, notice is given that an Extraordinary Meeting o River View .
the Club will be held at the Clubhouse, Oldbury on Sev] 28A Cardiff Road * pleasure craft insurance
ern at 20.00 hours on 3 May 2007, to approve a commij ~ Taffs Well

tee proposal to changes in the Rules and Bye-Laws g,fﬁr":;'; * specialist advice
the Club notified at the General Meetings on the 1s - :
March 2007 and/ or the 5th April. The May Generaf  Telephone * personal claims service
Meeting will follow the EGM. 029 2063 1166 " ,
+ competitive premiums

Facsimile
AGENDA 0292063 1169 « marina discount

Moblle

. 07774 654 589
1. Apologies for Absence.

2. To approve a committee proposal for changes
the Rules and Bye-Laws put to and discussed =
the General Meetings on the 1 March 2007 and/ admin@baymarineinsurance.co.uk
the 5 April 2007. Proposed by Rob Hudson andil s www.baymarineinsurance.co.uk
Seconded by John Harvey.

= Authonzed and Reguiated by the Financial Senvioes Authonty

Note .
Editor’'s Notes
The purpose of the proposed changes is to :
Thanks everyone for the usual excellent contributions to
the Newsletter. | hope you're looking forward to the
1. Formalise existing Rule 5.3 so that the intentionstart of the season, though if you've been doing the
to raise other fees by the committee is taken to th&rostbite Series you may not feel there’s been any
next General Meeting. break!

2. Avoid a prescriptive disposal of the club’s assetst will be good to see the sail trainers out on the water
should for any reason the Club be dissolved.  again soon, along with the usual enthusiastic new bunch

of trainees bringing fresh faces and new friendships into
3. Facilitate the Election of President and Vicene qup.

President.

There are always new kids on the block in the dinghy

fleet too—new boats, new crews, new faces—it's al-

The proposed changes will have been either cwculate@,ayS interesting to see what's changed since last year.
to Members, advertised on the Club notice board or dis-

cussed at General Meetings. Don't miss out, come down for the start of the season on
Friday 6th April and find out what everyone’s up to!

Tom Dockerty The next Newsletter is due in June and I'm happy to
Honorary Secretary receive contributions at any time: Photos, adverts,
news, forthcoming events, reports—all welcome.

sarah.brankin@tesco.net Tel: 01454 884712



Commodore’s Report Greetings from
March 2007 the Social secretar IES!

_ _ _ _ It is with great pleasure that Caroline & | greet you in
2007 has started with big winds and tides, butour new capacity as joint social secretary. Many sleep-
fortunately little damage to the club or members’ boats. less nights were endured during the final rounds of se-

lection and we were delighted to win through the pleth-
The main sailing excitement has been during theora of willing volunteers!

Frostbite Cruiser Series, which is proving by far the
most spectacular yet. 17 boats were on the startline All joking aside, we very much look forward to helping
few weeks ago, which - allowing for an average of 4make this year's social events at TSC very enjoyable,
crew per boat - suggests around 70 TSC people sailingiith plenty of good food and entertainment.
on the Severn —in February!
The first eventAnchors Aweigh!” will be held on Sat-
It has been spectacular too. The Sun 2000s are provingrday n April, in the clubhouse, 7.00 for 7.30pm.
fast for their size, although not fast enough to win on
their handicap, and they also like revealing theirPosters should be on display before distribution of this
bottoms downwind if they are allowed to broach. Thenewsletter. If you would like tickets for this event (they
Sonatas have been battling it out closely with their neware limited so snap them up quickly), please contact:-
deep rudders, and the J80 has stormed around, looking
particularly impressive downwind in a blow. Shelley Bateman on 07971 682093 / 01453 521101
email: shelley@riopools.co.uk
| gather that at the last race only about 10 minutes
separated first and last on handicap, which demonstrateSaroline Blakeney on 07792 461266 / 01453 8444867
how keen the competition is, and all the boats and crews

should be commended for the closeness and goo®r Joan Booys on 07891 173331 / 01454 412987
sportsmanship of the racing.

Whilst we have a captive audience — can we askdbr
Hopefully all of this is a good omen for the coming unteers pleaseto help with preparation of food, cook-
season, which is now only a month or so away. Makeing, serving & clearing away at this year's Regattay Jul
sure you get on with all those jobs you intended to dorth/8th.
during the winter on your dinghies, or you'll not be back
on the water for Easter. Any help would be greatly appreciated and if you feel
you are able to lend a hand please contact Caroline or
The new Committee is settling down, and starting tomyself on one of the above numbers.
plan activities and work for the year. A big issue is
sorting out the moorings in the Pill following the Our ears are open to ideas, so if there is anything you
floodwater which washed away much of the mud at thenould like to see at an event, in terms of food or enter-
top end. Please be patient while we work out how totainment, please let us know.
reorganise, and also be prepared to be flexible — we
want to come up with solutions which benefit everyone,We look forward to seeing you all at the club!
but some members may need to move so that we can
make best use of the space that is left. Caroline & Shelley

Plans are developing for Anchors Aweigh and Club
Week, and we’ll soon be thinking about the Regatta. As
usual ‘volunteers’ will be pressganged in to help with
the organisation!

I look forward to seeing you all on the water!

Rob Hudson



started to die and we had to start fighting for our posi-
tion against the Merlin Rockets and a Thames A rater,
which is huge, designed over a 100 years ago.

As it came to the finish we had a good battle with Sarah
in her Byte, we come all this way and still end up racing
closely with another Frampton sailor! The guy it 1
place was so far ahead we were lucky to be near a finish
line, there were about 4 finish lines on the course be-
cause there are so many boats racing.

When we got in to pack the boat up the wind picked up
and torrential rain came through which made packing up
the 2 boats onto the double stacker even harder. By the
time we had finished my hands were very swollen and
numb. Showered, changed and had some food, we found
out our position which was Pout of 196 boats, which
Phil and | were very pleased with. Sarah beat us by one
place and came Z1well done to us all! A long trip
home which | slept for most of.

A good if not long day all around!

Tom Sully

Crewing an Enterprise
at the Bloody Mary!

On Saturday the"6of January | was dropped off by Dad
at Tormartin at 8.15am and Sarah and Phil from Framp-
ton picked me up and my trip to London and the Bloody
Mary began. When we got there it was fair conditions
but very wet. We rigged the Enterprise and then helped
Sarah with her Byte.

We went to get changed and | had a surprise when |
heard a familiar voice, Jeremy Warren was here racing
as well. We said our good lucks, changed and went to
rig, when | had my photo taken in the Enterprise for
some article, don't know who for!

We eventually got out after launching down an impossi-
ble slope. We had a good start against 2 other Enter-
prises, this is a pursuit race, and had a clear race until
coming into the second lap 4 RS 200's and a Merlin
Rocket passed us, that's when the already light wind



GUIDE TO BEING
A RACE OFFICER

If you have been given either a race officer or assistarEIa ‘D' — Fast Handicap class fla
race officer duty, or you signed up for the duty then be- 9 P 9
low is a quick guide to running a race at Thornbury S.C.

Role of the race officer:

Organise a course for all fleets intending to
race (see club calendar) Flag ‘H — Slow Handicap class flag

Manage races (2 races per day)
Record times
Calculate preliminary results

Provide communications base with Rescue Flag‘C’— Cruiser class flag
boats

It is suggested that the race officer and his assistant ar
rive at least 1hr prior to the planned start time.

Open the race officers box Flag ‘P’ — Blue Peter (Preparatory flag)

Place signing-on sheets on desk of race officers box for
competitors to sign on.

Flag ‘'S’ — Shorten course flag
Turn on compressor under race officers box.

Attach relevant flags to halyards.
Flag ‘X’ — Individual recall

Ensure start line transit pole is upright and in correct
position.

For long distance races, check river traffic with Sharp-
ness Dock. Flag ‘1* Substitute’ — General recall



Post course on the blackboard below race officers box. Wheimgréag course the aim is to select a course appro-
priate to the speeds of the relevant fleets, consideringdbeatid wind conditions. The races should last approx.
45mins — 1hr and therefore the number of laps should be selectedobabedaverage speed of boats in each fleet.
Typically 3-4 laps of a course such as: Cowhill, West Sehvizaist Seaward, Plantation, will take the A-class, and
F18 catamarans 40mins and Fireballs approx. 1hr. It is often worth discussingapotemses with the fleet captains
(Fast Handicap—Paul Craig, Slow Handicap—Rob Lindsey, Cruisers—Gordon Greggutar competitors.

REMEMBER we have 3hrs of water, so let’s use it. The ganogne indicates two races per day, so run the first race
for approx 45mins—1hr, If we allow 15—30 mins to get everyone finisheth@first race then run a second race
with an appropriate number of laps for the remaining time,ngjrto finish with sufficient time for everyone to get
safely ashore.

Radio checks with Rescue boats
Start the countdown sequence 5mins before the planned seufetich step of the sequence should be accompanied

by one blast of the horn.)

FAST HANDICAP

Flag ‘D’ raised -5mins
Flag ‘P’ raised -4mins
Flag ‘P’ lowered -1min SLOW HANDICAP
Flag’'D’ lowered START Flag ‘H’ raised -5mins
Flag P’ raised -4mins
Flag ‘P’ lowered -1min CRUISER
Flag ‘H’ lowered START Flag ‘C’ raised -5ngin
Flag * P’ raised -Amins
Flag ‘P’ lowered -1min

Flag ‘C’ lowered START

If one or more competitors are over the start line at thé atar they can be clearly identified, then the individual
recall flag (Flag ‘X’) should be hoisted as the fleet fisdowered for the start along with two sound signals rather
than one. The competitors should then re-cross the start line. Oncarttieets re-crossed the individual recall flag
should be lowered to indicate that the competitors have now stétteel competitors do not re-cross the start line or
if they have still not crossed it at the 1min signal for tha fieet then the individual recall flag should be lowered at
the time.

If more than one competitor is over the start and you cannot idémtifgompetitors then the general recall flag (Flag
‘1% Substitute’) should be raised accompanied by two sound signals. Yod sbatihue with the sequence for the
next fleet, and the fleet you have re-called will be staafter all other fleets. As with the individual rec#tle gen-
eral recall flag should be lowered at the 1min signal for the next fleet

FAST HANDICAP
Flag ‘D’ raised -5mins
Flag ‘P’ raised -4mins

Flag ‘P’ lowered -1min SLOW HANDICAP
Flag ‘D lowered GENERAL RECALL  Flag ®Sub’ raised Flag ‘H’ raised -5mins
Flag ‘P’ raised -4mins
Flag®Bub’ lowered Flag ‘P’ lowered -1min CRUISER

Flag ‘H’ lowered START Flag ‘C’'ised  -5min
Flag ‘P’ raised  -4mi
Flag ‘P’ lowered -1min
Flag ‘D’ raised -5mins gl lowered START
Flag ‘P’ raised -4mins
Flag ‘P’ lowered -1min
Flag ‘D’ lowered START



To finish the race if you have selected an appropriatéast handicap fleet has been lapped by Nigel. Lets as-
number of laps that is achievable within 45mins—1hrsume that Steve Freke in his RS600 (PY 920), com-
then you just need to record the times as the boats finigileted 2 laps in 42 mins 35 seconds. First we need to
and give a blast of the horn as the pass through the linecalculate Steve’s elapsed time in seconds:

If however you have selected too many laps you will42 mins x 60secs = 2520 secs
need to shorten course. + 35 secs
= 2555 secs
To shorten course you should hoist flag ‘S’ along with
the appropriate fleet flag and two sound signals, whetNow as Steve only completed 2 laps we need to average
the first boat you intend to finish is between the lasthis lap times and use this average to determine how long
mark of the course and the finish line. it would have taken to complete the same number of
laps as Nigel ie. 3.
If a slower boat is between the leader and the finish line
and you are sure the slower boat will pass through th2555 /2 = 1277.5 seconds per lap
line before the leader then you should not raise the
shorten course flag until the slow boat has passed@herefore 1277.5 x 3 = 3832.5 secs Time taken to
through the line. complete 3 laps.

If however the leader laps the slower boat, you shouldlsing the RS600 handicap we can now calculate
raise the shorten course flag and finish both boats &Steve’s corrected time:

they cross the line. You should give a sound signal as

the boat passes through the finish line. (3832.5/920) x 1000 = 4166

All subsequent boats regardless of which lap they are o8o in this race Nigel has beaten Steve by 693 seconds
should then be finished as they pass through the finisbn corrected time.
line. In this case the results will be averaged to the same
number of laps as completed by the on the water leader.
Once all the boats have completed racing for the day,
you can inform the rescue boats that they may stand
Once everyone is finished you can start the sequence®wn, and then proceed un-tie the flags and replace
for the next race. them in the race officers box, and turn off the radio,
lights and compressor.

Once the boats have been finished and the times havée instructions for turning the compressor on / off are

been recorded, you can start calculating the results.  on the wall behind the compressor. The ladder should be
removed and locked underneath the race officers box.

It is easiest to convert the elapsed time into seconds, so

if the leader (Nigel Lovett in his A-class) completes 3You should then post the results on the notice board in

laps in 40mins, then convert the 40 minutes into secthe clubhouse.

onds.

40mins x 60secs = 2400 seconds If at any time you have any questions then don't hesitate
to grab me if I'm around.

From here the process is relatively straightforward. Sim-

ply divide the elapsed time (in seconds) by the handicap course will be organised for practical training on what

number and multiply by 1000. In the case of Nigel's A-l have covered in these instructions, time and date will

class which has a PY handicap number of 691, this ibe posted on the notice boards in the clubhouse.

done as follows:

(2400 /691) x 1000 = 3473 See you on the water
Nigel's corrected race time is therefore 3473 seconds.

Paul Craig
If we now consider what to do if a slower boat in theSailing Secretary & RS700 844



_ ; called the Coastguard to say that it was several
Grey Goose — 2006 cruise miles offshore of us, had seen what had happened

ending in a dismasting off and offered to standby a mile offshore of us to en-
; sure we were OK. The wind had increased to force
the Gower PenmSUIa 6 and the waves were about 6-8 ft high.

On Saturday, 27May, at around 8.30am, we de- Nick set about taking the genoa and mainsail down
parted from Lydney and had a good send off from 2nd trying to recover and disconnect shrouds and
small group of people. The weather was dull, Wefiyqing - The boat was fairly steady as the mizzen
and windy, with the wind right on the nose. sail was still up. He eventually went up to the bow

. . . to disconnect the forestay and anticipated that the
We continued under engine to the bridges and then, i, mast would fall over to port.

hoisted the mizzen in order to steady the boat. We

arrived at Cardiff at low water and decided 1o any ook cover and, as the two masts were connected
chor off Penarth for an hour or two to wait for the 4t the top by a stay, it fell back and took out the top
incoming tide. We stayed on a berth off Cardiffthjrg of the mizzen mast as well! The boat's stabil-

Bay Yacht Club overnight and left en-route forjy, was affected and we started rolling from side to
Swansea the following morning. side in the waves.

The wind was right on the nose again, but the started the engine, keeping it in neutral, and we
weather was bright and dry! We continued undethen started to tidy up halyards and shrouds in order
engine around Nash Point and then managed 1@ get them out of the water so as not to get tangled
hoist the sails off Porthcawl. around the prop when we put the engine in gear.

~Nick also lashed the mast on the port side of the
We arrived at Swansea at low water and had to picleck.

up one of the buoys in the river to await the tide so

we could go through Tawe Lock. We eventuallyOnce satisfied that all was in order to get us back to
got through the Lock and secured the boat again®wansea Marina, we turned around and headed
the harbour wall outside the Marina Office, as theréhack, with the warship, HMS Shoreham, escorting
were no spaces available inside the Marina for &s back to Mumbles Head.
boat the size of Grey Goose.

While we were on our way back, we radioed the
The following morning (Bank Holiday Monday) Coastguard with our progress; they were in the
we departed, en-route for Milford Haven. Themiddle of a Mayday — we immediately aborted the
weather was again bright and the wind was blowingonversation. We since learned that the Mayday
about force 5. We motored out towards Mumblesvas a sailing yacht off Portishead who had run low
Head and Nick hoisted the No 3 genoa, the maion fuel!
(with 2 reefs) and the mizzen.

Soon after turning around, Nick noticed the mast
We were sailing nicely on a close hauled course fowas moving slightly up forward and he asked me to
a while, and then, bang, the main mast gave way &hke the helm while he lashed it down further — |
the base and also broke at gooseneck level: it felblasn’'t keen, but needs must!! (Grey Goose is diffi-
about 45 degrees to port and was being held by treult under normal circumstances to helm under
forestay. We were off the Gower peninsula, aboupower, but with half a ton of mast lashed to port,
3 miles offshore. she was pulling left and it was a struggle to keep

her on a straight course, especially in the rolly con-
Nick radioed the Coastguard and said that walitions). | was glad when Nick retook the helm.
would try and sort ourselves out, as we were in no
immediate danger. The Coastguard asked us to r&ince the boat was difficult to steer, it was agreed
port in every 15 minutes with a progress report andhat contact with the Coastguard would be every 30
our position. While on channel 67, a warshipminutes, rather than 15. When reaching Mumbles



We then took the sails off the booms, unleashed the
TORTWORTH ESTATE SHOP | genoa from the guardrail and stowed these in their
bags in the bow locker. | also swept up the bits of
wood from the deck and tried to tidy up a bit. Pass-
Estate-reared, prize-winning aged beef, ing members of the public stopped by throughout

succulent local lamb, free-range pork and the day to ask questions about what had happened.

poultry, local honey, eggs, vegetables,

e . On Wednesday the wind was still up, but the fore-
cheeses, fruit juices, home-made pies, cast was to improve as the week went on, so,

Savou”e_s and Ca_.keS. Large selection of weather permitting, we decided to start our journey
condiments, jams and chutneys. home the following day.

On Thursday it was bright and sunny and the wind

had decreased significantly. | went to check out the

Open forecast at the Marina Office and noticed that high

pressure had moved over the UK and would remain

Mon—Sat for a few days. We decided to leave at 2pm (an
9:00—5:30pm hour before low water).

Once out of the shelter of the bay, there were still a
few waves about and we decided to take the helm

Tortworth Estate Shop, Box Walk, Tortworth, at half hourly intervals (rather than hourly).

Wotton-Under-Edge, Gloucestershire, GL12 8HF ) ,
Telephone: 01454 261633 We arrived at Cardiff at about 8pm and went to the

Visitors Mooring area for the night. We rose at
4.30am the following morning and locked out of

) Cardiff Barrage at about 5.45am. Conditions were
Head, | took over again as the sea had calmed dowfl|ot caimer, but we still decided to remain on our
a bit within Swansea Bay and Nick was rather t'redhalf hour stints.

He then radioed HMS Shoreham to thank her for

standing by. \We got back to the Marina by the endy,e made rather quick progress up channel and ar-
of the afternoon. rived at the Counts buoy 2 hours before high water.

We decided to put our nose into Berkeley Pill for

On the Tuesday, we wanted to go and visit they, hoyr and a half and | prepared an early lunch.
Coastguard to express our thanks and planned to §Qe |ocked into Lydney at 12.15pm and then put

over to Mumbles by bus. On mentioning this backGrey Goose on her mooring at around 1pm.
at the Marina, one of the staff, Peter Beck, told us

that he had retired from the Coastguard the previ-

ous December and he offered to take us by car. Weye, Nick and Maisey Russell
accepted Peter’s offer, met him at 10am and he e3uyne 2006

corted us, including Maisey, to the Coastguard HQ.

We met the staff and had a guided tour of the ConP.S. (February 2007): most of you will know that

trol Room, which was interesting. Peter also enwe sold Grey Goose in July 2006. This, plus other

joyed the contact with his old colleagues. factors, triggered another spell of Nick's illness and
we decided that it was best to let Grey Goose go.

Once back at the boat, Nick slowly winched the

main mast further on the deck and proceeded t@/e are now enjoying participating in the cruiser

lash it down properly. He also disconnected all thdrostbite series and are looking forward to dinghy

halyards he could and I coiled them up and labelledailing at Oldbury in 2007 and beyond.

them.



Cruiser Supper 2007
Theme: James; Bond and the Bond girls

Somehow Bill's wig was slightly less
convincing than Angela’s...







MONTH
APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER
NOVEMBER

BRISTOL CHANNEL SAILING PROGRAMME 2007

DATE CLUB

06/04/2007

07/04/2007 PCC

08/04/2007

12/05/2007 NUSC

13/05/2007 NUSC

13/05/2007 CLEVEDON SC
19/05/2007 LYDNEY YC
20/05/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
20/05/2007 LYDNEY YC
26/05/2007 PYSC

27/05/2007 PYSC

02/06/2007 BYC

02/06/2007 ILFRACOMBE YC
02/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
03/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
06/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
07/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
08/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
09/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
09/06/2007 PYSC

10/06/2007 PYSC

09/06/2007 BARRY YC
10/06/2007 BARRY YC
09/06/2007 CLEVEDON SC
10/06/2007 CLEVEDON SC
16/06/2007 LYDNEY YC
17/06/2007 LYDNEY YC
23/06/2007 CLEVEDON SC
24/06/2007 CLEVEDON SC
23/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
24/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
23/06/2007 WBYC

24/06/2007 WBYC

01/07/2007 PCC

07/07/2007 THORNBURY SC
08/07/2007 THORNBURY SC
07/07/2007 CARDIFF YC
08/07/2007 CARDIFF YC
07/07/2007 LYDNEY YC
08/07/2007 LYDNEY YC
14/07/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
15/07/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
14/07/2007 WBYC

21/07/2007 PYSC

22/07/2007 PYSC

28/07/2007 BRISTOL DOCKS
29/07/2007

29/07/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
30/07/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
18/08/2007 LYDNEY YC
20/08/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
25/08/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
26/08/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
27/06/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
31/08/2007 PCC

01/09/2007 PCC

02/09/2007 PCC

01/09/2007 NUSC

02/09/2007 NUSC

01/09/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
09/09/2007 PCC

15/09/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
16/09/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC
29/09/2007 LYDNEY YC
30/09/2007 LYDNEY YC
30/09/2007 BARRY YC

13-14/10/2007 CARDIFF BAY YC

11/11/2007 PYSC

12

EVENT
CRUISE IN COMPANY TO
GLOUCESTER

CRUISER RALLY

CRUISER RALLY

RNLI OPEN MEETING

DOWN CHANNEL WAYFARER
ENTERPRISE OPEN

RALLY Tel: 01989 750396
REGATTA

REGATTA

CRUISE TO IRELAND. LEAVES BARRY TODAY

ROUND THE ISLAND RACE (Lundy)
FLYING 15 CLASSIC

FLYING 15 CLASSIC

J80 NATIONALS

J80 NATIONALS

J80 NATIONALS

J80 NATIONALS

TRY SAILING DAY

TRY SAILING DAY

REGATTA

REGATTA

PIN TEAM RACE

TOWN PLATE PURSUIT RACE
DOWN CHANNEL DRASCOMBE
CRUISE Tel: 01452 830141

60th ANNUAL REGATTA

60th ANNUAL REGATTA

REGATTA

REGATTA

REGATTA

REGATTA

REGATTA RACE

REGATTA

REGATTA

REGATTA

REGATTA

RALLY & OPEN DAY

RALLY Tel: 01594 563716

LASER 2000 OPEN

LASER 2000 OPEN

WESTON PLATE RACE

SEVERN BRIDGE RACE

PILL RACE

BRISTOL HARBOUR

FESTIVAL

TWO ISLANDS RACE

START OF WYA YOUTH TRAINING CAMP
REGATTA Tel: 01594529385
START OF WAY JUNIOR TRAINING CAMP
WELSH OPTIMIST CHAMPIONSHIPS
WELSH OPTIMIST CHAMPIONSHIPS
WELSH OPTIMIST CHAMPIONSHIPS
PORTISHEAD RALLY TBC
PORTISHEAD RALLY TBC
PORTISHEAD RALLY TBC
REGATTA

REGATTA

START OF SHANGHAI CUP SERIES
HOLMS RACE

WELSH SAILING GAMES

WELSH SAILING GAMES

RING TRIP Tel: 01452 830141
RING TRIP

BRAINS TV RACE

DINGHY OPEN

LIOYD FRYER TROPHY



Most dinghies sailed today are ‘centre-main’, so in ac-
cordance with advice from the RYA we have decided to
convert the eight club Toppers to this arrangement. The
bits have been purchased at an economic price from Wet
and Windy and we are in the process of carrying out the
conversions. Some of the junior pupils have their own
boats so we are asking them to do the same.

As a long term aim, we would like to sell the two-man

Gull dinghies and replace them with larger boats, such
as GP 14s, thus augmenting our borrowed fleet of Wan-
derers and Wayfarers. These would be more seaworthy
and less of a squash for the more senior instructors, and
here | speak from experience! So if anyone knows of a
sound GRP GP14 in need of a new home please get in

touch.

Tony Turnbull
Sail Training Officer

Sail Training 2007

Check out our new-look

The trouble with people doing a good job, is that they website on:
are a hard act to follow. This was certainly the case this
year with John Allen and Joan Booys retiring. Replacing www.wet-windy.co.uk

them, Aaron Lowe took over the role of Principle In-
structor, and | volunteered to be the Sail Training Offi- .
cer. This entailed some ‘accelerated learning’ on our and see what youhink.

part in order to get this year's programme going. It is

surprising what goes on behind the scenes for such dhe team are working hard to improve our services to
‘routine’ activity as sail training. Anyway, we made it the sailing fraternity, and your feedback would be
and we start the season with a bold band of instructors appreciated.

and a keen group of pupils for both the Junior and Adult

Start Sailing courses. Tony Page and Stuart Ford agreadith our new site we aim to have all the information
to continue as Junior Course Leaders whilst Fergusyou need, available 24 hours a day, at the click of a
Macgregor volunteered to be the Adult Course Leader mouse!

with Derek Lee helping. We have a full schedule of

times and dates stretching out from the first shore basediVe are the nevicensed builders of the Buzz and ISO
meeting on 1% March until our final session on the™4 classes.

September. Most of the sessions are on Saturdays, but a

few will be held on weekday evenings providing the tide Test sail a Topaz, Magno, Iso, or Buzz free with

is right. no obligation

At the moment we are only running the Start Sailing Call us on 0117-966 9582
courses, but if there is interest in an Improvers Course, or pop into the store at
we could consider this later in the season. Anyone inter- 5 Ashton Drive
ested would have to have their own boat and should Bristol

contact Hugh Price as soon as possible. BS3 2PN
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CRUISER HANDICAPS on their web site free of charge. If an owner feels that

his yacht has some particular peculiarity however he can

_ _ complete the measurement form which is also published
Handicaps are often a cause of great debate in clubgy, ihe web site and Byron will put the numbers through
Of course he only won because of his handicap!” or “If yoir model and produce a boat specific handicap, this
only I 'had a better handicap | could have won thalerice is surprisingly free as well and Byron are par-

p . . .
race: ticularly interested to hear from multihull owners.

The truth is that the Plymouth Yardstick Handicap SYS-Clubs on the Bristol Channel which race using PY

tem relies on thousands of clubs send_lng in returns f‘?ﬁandicaps are being encouraged to adopt the Byron sys-
hundreds of classes of yachts and dinghies and quitey, for |ots of reasons. It is suggested that clubs allocate
frankly although many of the dinghy racing clubs yhe Byron published handicaps as a default with the
oblige, very few returns are sent in for yachts. Even ify,5 heing on the individual to obtain a boat-specific

the required returns went in chances are there would B4 fom Byron and furnish it to the Sailing Sec if he
flaws. Most returns for Westerly Centaurs would surely;pinis his should be different.

be on behalf of family crews sailing comfortably, while

most J80 returns would be on behalf of crack crews...... 1. It is based on boat ability not crew abil-
Put the crack crew on the Centaur and they will murder ity The best crew deserves to win!
the handicap! 2. It |sfree '

Handicaps for most classase published mak-
ing it easy for club Sailing Secs to allocate

The published handicaps make it easy for clubs
running open events to handicap visiting craft
(ie Lundy Race/Holmes Race)

No arguments

Less work for the Sailing Sec

It is a PY handicap which means that you com-
pute the results the same way as you have al-
ways done.

The real problem with the PY handicap system for
yachts, is the shear lack of returns, meaning that only a
few strongly raced classes such as Sonatas and J80s
have a primary handicap at all. To try to get round this
problem the RYA suggest that clubs can adjust handi-
caps regularly depending on local results to eventually
arrive at a fair handicap. The big problem with this is
that it can quickly degenerate into a personal handicap
based on crew skills rather than on the capability of the
yacht. | don’t know about you but | think if 'm good |
deserve to win all the prizes and if I'm bad | deserve to  ~ECcK OUT THE WEB SITE
be last. In my book it's the boats capability that should
be handicapped not the crews. What happens when a
Westerly Centaur goes to an open meeting and sails on
his club handicap while another from a different club
goes to the same open event and wants to sail on
his........ BIG ARGUMENT !!

No o

http://www.byronsoftware.org.uk

Gordon Craig
Cruiser Fleet Captain

Now many regular racers have alrei dy
got a bit fed up with the PY system & d
happily pay their money for an IRZ
handicap. This is a measurement be sed
system that computes each boat’s \ tal
statistics and produces a handicap... .. It
has two major drawbacks.....it co: ts
money and the handicap it produce: is
not compatible with PY handicaps whi :h
means they can’t compete in PY handi ap
races.

There is a solution, Its called the Byrn
Handicap System This produces a ?Y
handicap but uses a measurement b 1sed
computer model to arrive at the numk =r.
Handicaps for almost every class hi ve
already been computed and are publis 1ed
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THE CRUISER SCENE Race” in which TSC boats were first overall and first

team last year. On top of that, boats from our fleet will
AT TSC do a lot of cruising, in many cases to some far flung
places and we wish them safe voyages and great adven-

2007 tures.

This used to be known as the “old mans section of théjmmaﬂrev;%?; ézar‘rvsvel v\\l/\ﬂlusz(tasgglgzghsqlrjr%g g;ul':sr?d;n
club” - Not any more. Such is the buzz in the cruiser; pany. Y . ay

. . . >~ 27" July bound for The Bristol Harbour Festi-
fleet that dedicated fast handicap dinghy & cat sallorsV al.....French market, parties and a massive fireworks
cant wait to get into it, here are just a few names of nev(\]/IiSpIay are all laid on for Saturday™8ut don’t drink

additions to the fleet this year to prove the point....Fro .
the Cat fleet Rob Hudson, Alex Craig, Gary Chapmarr:}.Oo much because at 0730 hrs on Sunday moring we

From Fireballs Jon Everett, Tony Page. So have thegre bound for Swansea. From then on our course will
been walking rings round the older guys in the fleet dur-, driven by the desires of the fleet and the whims of

ing the winter series as you might expect — Well nothe weather until we return to TSC the following week-

actually!......I guess that when you consider that the TS@nd justin time for club Wee_k. It you are coming on this
. : : agical cruise slot the date in your diary now.

cruiser fleet contains such talent as double national'

champion dayboat sailors Tony and Barbara Bowde

n . . , . .
you begin to see why. May | take this opportunity to wish the cruiser fleet fair

winds and kind seas for 2007.

The winter series has attracted up to 18 cruisers for each

race so far and the start line has been to say the leasprdon Craig
interesting. Winds have been good and the OOD for theryiser Captain
series Dave Parsons has done a sterling job on the

courses. The tides have been a bit unpredictable at

times, on one race for instance | came over the sand-

banks with a theoretical 2 inches under the keel but hey

I made it !

The cruiser fleet is not just about competitive racing
however ..... We know how to party ! On the™af
February we took over the entire Anchor restaurant for
the annual cruiser dinner. As is usual at this evenether
was a good speech from the commodore and various
humorous stories from cruiser owners. This year we also
had vocal entertainment from John Scothern who sang
his own version of Molly Malone and insisted everyone
join in for the chorus.

The first cruising event for the fleet is the Easter @ruis

to Gloucester, leaving the club on Good Friday and re-
turning on Easter Monday. Around 40 yachts from
around the Bristol Channel descend on Sharpness docks
for the same lock in so that's quite a sight, When we all
arrive in Gloucester its just as well that the harbour au-
thority clear the main dock area for the fleet so we can
all get in. What a great way to renew old sailing friend-
ships from around the channel and to start the season.

Throughout the rest of the year cruiser owners will no
doubt compete in club races, take part in special club
cruiser races such as the “Out and Back” and the
“Steepholm Race”, compete in Bristol channel events
such as the “Round Lundy Race” and the “PCC Holmes
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TSC OFFICER AND COMMITTEE MEMBER Roles and Responsi bilities

President

Takes part in committee business.
Advises on matters of club culture/history.
Advises the Commodore and Committee on contentious issues.

Vice President
Dorothy Grace

Takes part in committee business
Advises on matters of club culture/history

Commodore
Rob Hudson

Chairs committee and general meetings.

Leads discussions bringing to conclusion at appropriate time

Ensures that every member’s view is heard and that strong characters do not dominate discus-
sion.

Represents the committee/club.

Holds casting vote on committee on club matters.

Vice Commodore

Stands in for the Commodore when necessary.

Martin Theophilus

John Harvey Maintains the club’s risk assessment policy and advises committee.
Develops strategy for attracting new members, particularly from the younger population
Develop and maintains club website

Treasurer Maintains club’s accounts.

Advises committee on financial matters.

Supplies committee with financial reports as required.
Produces audited accounts for the AGM.

Chairs the Finance sub-committee

Reviews the club’s insurance requirements

Hon Secretary
'Tom Dockerty

Takes and publishes minutes at committee and general meetings.
Brings correspondence to attention of committee/club.

\Writes external letters on behalf of the club.

Obtains legal advice for the committee.

Gives members notice of AGM/EGM

Maintains Notice Board

Membership
Secretary

Gary Henwood-
Fox

Maintains club membership records.

Sends out renewal notices and receives subscriptions.
Communicates with the membership.

Receives and processes applications for new membership.
Advises the committee on membership matters.

Sailing Secretary
Paul Craig

Produces the race programme and duty list in the handbook.

Updates the club handbook in line with the committee’s requirements and publishes by the start
of the season.

Forms and chairs a sub committee to organize the annual regatta.

Updates/publishes race ongoing results on website.

Advises committee on changes to racing rules and ensures that OODs and Timekeepers imple-
ment them.

Purchases prizes as appropriate on behalf of the club.
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Social Secretary
Caroline Blakeney and
Shelley Bateman

Suggests and agrees social events with committee.

Compiles a list of team leaders.

Matches events to event organizing team leaders.

Keeps close to event organizing and advises committee/general meeting on progress.
Advertises all social events.

Bar Committee

Chairs the Bar Committee.

Chairman — Manages the bar, including the rota
Alex Craig Recommends prices to committee at least on an annual basis.
Orders stock.
Banks takings.
Keeps accounts for annual review by the treasurer.
Bosun Organizes necessary work on fabric of the clubhouse and the club’s land, jetty, slipway
Peter Whittingham etc, utilizing members with specialist knowledge, work parties, outside contractors, or

may elect to complete small tasks himself.

Berthing Officer
Jonathan Everett

Allocates all mooring spaces in the Pill.

Produces a mooring plan and pins on notice board.
Maintains the club’s trots.

Advises the committee on all mooring matters.
Dinghy park space allocation

Design of new OOD box

Safety Boat Officer
James Doggart

Acts on behalf of the committee to ensure that club support boats are equipped and
maintained to the appropriate standards and to maximise their availability for the race
programme.

Sail Training Officer
Tony Turnbull

Represents the interests of sail training on the committee.

Committee Members

Brian Mardon

Bosun’s work group and Tom Skuse maintenance

Andrew Smith

Bar Committee

Ken Greville

Groundsman, and effluent disposal

John Eacott

Bosun’s work group

Tony Bowden

Bosun’s work group

Mike Cresswell

Bosun’s work group and pram dinghy compound

Other non-Committee
roles

Bob Coleman

Responsible for cruiser tractor and lifter

Mike Belsten

RIB training

Annie Green

RIB team/training

Sarah Brankin

Editor of newsletter

Caroline and Sheila
Chapman

Club Week Supremos (and Caroline on Bar Committee)

Mike Farquhar

RIB training

Gordon Craig

Publicity/advertising revenue, BCYC representative, RIB training

John Scothern

Bar Committee

Barry Leat

Gloucester Harbour Board

tba

Youth coordinator
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TSC Committee 2007

Caroline Blakeney and Shelley Bateman
Social Secretary

Paul Craig
Sailing Sec.

James Doggart
Safety Boat Officer

John Harvey
Vice Commodore

Andrew Smith
Committee

Mike Cresswell
Committee

John Everett
Berthing Officer

Gary Henwood-Fox
Membership Sec.

Martin Theophilus
Hon. Treasurer
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Tony Bowden
Committee

Tom Dockerty
Hon. Sec

Alex Craig
Bar

John Eacott
Committee

Dorothy Grace
Vice President

Rob Hudson
Commodore

Tony Turnbull
Sail Training Officer

Ken Greville
Committee

Brian Mardon
Committee

Peter Whittingham
Bosun



