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It's That Time of Year...

...and everyone is planning what to do for the summer.
Well don't forget Club Week August 8—12, a week of
camping, sailing, drinking and fun. Last year was a test
of stamina with thunderstorms and rain and strong
winds. The storms claimed some of the tents and sailors
but no lasting casualties.

This year | am hoping for less wind and rain and a bit
more sun. Some of the activities have been booked and
a few volunteers have been press-ganged in.

Nick Russell has very kindly volunteered his services as
race officer and will repeat his excellent sailing pro-
gramme. The tides are mostly mornings so afternoon
activities are going to be high on the agenda. | have a
few ideas but would welcome any suggestions and of-
fers of help.

| have drafted a provisional programme and it is likely
to change as weather permits.

| am putting up a list for people to sign on so | have an
idea of numbers. | will probably put a limit on the num-
ber of meals so first come first served.

It has been suggested that since there are so many chil-
dren perhaps we could run a creche facility. This would
allow couples with young children to sail together. |
think this is a great idea. | will leave the detaildoto
sorted out.

| will put the provisional programme up on the notice
board and await any suggestions.

SAV

CLUB WEEK SUPREMO!



Commodore’s Comments - ensure we have a consensus about the way forward.

end of May 2005 As | write this, I've just returned from the Fast Cat Race
Round the Isle of Wight (RTIOW) with Adrian Maddi-
We're nearly half way through my first year as Commo-SOn on his F18 Nacra, where we were blown out on the
dore, and time has flown. Saturday, but did three races on the Sunday in the So-
lent. The wind was light, but we felt we did ok in a

We seem to have had strong winds or no wind at all s§ompetitive fleet. Unfortunately due to other commit-
far this season, but I've been impressed by the numbdpents | couldn't stay for the actual RTIOW which was
of people out on the water in the races, coping incredit€ld on the Bank Holiday Monday, but | gather Adrian
bly well in often difficult conditions. It's also good to Completed the course in something over 7 hours, and
see two high quality RIBs on the water, and crews whavas around mid fleet on the water. We'll have to wait
are putting a great deal of effort into learning the skillsfr the final results, but it's great to see Thornbury boats
needed in terms of competence in control of a powef€tting out there and flying the flag!

boat, and in complementary skills like first aid. We

should be proud of the commitment of the RIB teamsY€ now have Club Week and the Regatta to look for-
and their contribution to a great racing scene — thanks tiard to. Enjoy the rest of the summer season!

Mike Ford, Gordon Craig and Mike Belsten and all the

volunteer crews. Rob

We've now repaired the jetty, and it looks good, and the
addition of the handrail completes the job, hopefully for
some years to come. Thanks to Pete and his incredibly
proficient team of helpers. | heard today that a visitor
from Portishead over the late May Bank holiday week-
end commented on the quality of the finished job.

Another team has been working wonders on (and in?)
the gents’ changing rooms. (Sid and Joan have some
explaining to do!) Thanks to everyone involved — it
looks fantastic, and the showers are hot and flowing
strongly.

We now have a sewage free area! The new pipeline has
been working since January, and Wessex Water’s con-
tractor removed the old outlet ‘blockhouse’ in mid May,
and sealed off the pipes under our bank and the main
flood bank. It has certainly improved the visual aspects
of the area, and if we have unpleasant smells in future,
we’ll know it's our own tank!

We're going to renew the outline planning permission
for a new clubhouse obtained just over three years ago
by Barry Leat and his committee of former commo-
dores. However, lottery funding is now difficult to ob-
tain, and we may need to rethink our approach. I've
asked Barry to consider again the options, and Gordon —
now eligible to join the team as our last commodore — to
help him over the next few months. Do we need a new
clubhouse? If so, when? What other options to lottery
funding are there? Can we make our existing club house
last much longer? Could we do a self build over a num-
ber of years to create a new one? These are questions we
would like your help in answering over the next few
months, because it's a big issue for us and we need to



Editor’s Notes

Once summer arrives there never seems to be enough time to fit
everything in and | doubted if anyone would manage to write
anything at all for this edition of the Newsletter, but ongaira

I’'m proved wrong. Thanks everyone for their efforts. The only
thing is, I'm a bit late putting it all together because lbeen

off gallivanting again in Arcady, as you can see from the photos
below (fabulous time thank you). But why is it that the really
good pictures you think you've taken never come out? | took a
shot as we were approaching Lundy under sail at 5.30am on a
truly beautiful morning—the sun was shining and the sea was
sparkling, great swathes of heather on the cliffs added the per
fect splash of colour to the scene.....but there’s nothing on the
camera! Oh well, remember to press harder next time.

Despite the mud at low water Porlock is
still one of my favourite places, and con-
trary to rumour the entrance channel is
clear of shingle and well marked (for day-
light entry)—just pass between the first
two withies and keep over to the left-hand
side coming in, leaving the next two a
couple of metres to port to avoid the
steeper bank and wooden posts on the
right-hand side. There are lots of local
boats on the drying moorings now so the
harbour master Brian Debney put Arcady
in the pool usually reserved for fin keelers.

If you remember Paul Biddicumb, the pre-

vious HM, you may be interested to know

that the giant gentleman is still active

around Porlock despite the bad injuries he
suffered when a tree fell on him a couple
of years ago.

Above:

Q. How did Alison get ashore at Porlock
without getting her smart pink boots muddy?
A. Very smart Yeti boot-style bin liners!

Left:  Alovely day ashore on Lundy

Below: Porlock Weir towards low water.



Next issue is due in September and I'm happy to receiverew of non-smokers there was to be no tea until a box
contributions any time. of matches or a lighter could be purchased at the next
sarah.brankin@tesco.net port of call. This was probably the most serious drop off
01454 88471 to date.

P.S. Jon Everett's tongue is firmly in his cheek for theNight fell and on they sailed, there were a few scary
story below about his recent charter from Brixham withmoments when passing ships failed to look like the
Craig Phillips, Jeff Brookes and Mike Bennett, GaryRYA nav lights diagrams of their Day Skipper night
and Caroline Chapman, but it does highlight the probelass but as they got closer it became slightly easier to
lems of setting off in an unfamiliar boat with an un- make out the colour of the lights and they were all
known level of maintenance. safely passed. The west going tide was setting them
down faster than they would have liked and each time
they gybed they took the precaution of wearing round so
they could accurately gauge the increasing wind speed
as their instruments were without lights, oh and the log
Wh at a boat wasn't working either. Thank God for the two GPS'’s.

Wearing round at around 0100 the skipper and helm

Hfurtt]lin% akl).nﬂ ighthe d?r.k in a force ];)i\lle in ;[jhe middle ﬂwought it might be prudent to reduce sail. They had put
of the Englis annel in a reasonably moderate SWey,o veef in the main at the start of the passage and had
concentrates the mind quite splendidly. But the harde%!

. dth h I ressed on with this and a full genoa. The swell had in-
question to answer ?n the one that screams ever (?,u eased as they had ventured further into the channel
is the one that asks “What on earth am | doing here?

and as they headed up into the wind it became obvious

. . that they would need to furl the foresail in order to stop
It was just as well that we were not like one crew |

heard of. Six of them had picked up this boat from a
southwest marina. They all had Day Skipper tickets and
felt reasonably comfortable about the prospect of a trip
to Cherbourg. An initial check of the vessel should have
given them a clue that things were not necessarily as
they should have been as fixing the navigation lights
isn't usually part of the chartering process and a wind
indicator that was 90° out was not going to make the
night passage any easier to sail. The fact that they were
on springs and with the wind NNW was also not ideal.
But hey they’'d paid their money and they were going to

go.

A quick beer and some fish and chips fed the inner man
and woman and our intrepid crew were ready to go to
sea. Thankfully the GPS was working perfectly which
was good because the VHF certainly wasn't but the
‘hand held’ was good enough to contact the Coastguard
and let them know where they intended to go. Might this
possibly have been a good time to turn back, get things
sorted and leave in the morning? Well probably, but you
can't let little things like this put you off, after all the
weather forecast was saying force 4 to 5 with a slight
swell mid channel so what more could go wrong?

With the wind from the NW it was difficult to sail their
ideal course so they were going to have to gybe their
way to Cherbourg, still no problem just take a little
longer. Time to sit back, watch the sunset and have a
cup of tea. This would have been simple if there had
been any way of lighting the gas but for our intrepid



the boat being blown around. If they had taken the Club Email List

boat for a gentle sail in daylight the problem they were

now faced with would have been a lot easier to solve

but as we've already seen our salty six were not in- The mailing list is available for any general discussion
clined to do things the easy way. You can almost that is of interest to members of the sailing club such
guess what happened next, that's right, the genoaas:-

wouldn’t furl! No problem, put the engine on and keep

the boat pointing into the wind, your getting the hang - Information about social events

of this now aren’t you, that’s it, the engine wouldn’t

start. Well not instantly anyway and then only after - Information about working parties
paralleling the batteries and a great deal of cranking.

The fact that the engine started was their first lucky - Requests for crews or helms

break, things could have got decidedly more serious if

they had flattened the batteries in their attempts to get- Information about local sailing events
it going.

Messages sent to the mailing list will automatically be
With the engine going it was now possible to send two sent to everyone who has subscribed to the mailing list.
hardy souls forward to sort out the genoa. They did a
great job untangling the furling line despite the bow You may opt to receive emails individually as soon as
plunging up and down in the vigorous swell and with they are sent to the list or alternatively by selecting d
the foresail significantly reduced in size and a second gest mode they will be sent to you once a day.
reef put in the main the boat was sailing properly
again. The wind rose still further and the swell in- Anyone who is subscribed to the mailing list can send a
creased but everything remained under control al- message to it by sending an email tborn-
though by now the motion imparted by the quartering burysc@yahoogroups.coar if you are responding to a
sea as the boat ran before the fresh NW wind was de-message you have received from the list then you can
cidedly unpleasant and only a couple of the crew re- reply to it in the usual way and your reply will be sent to
mained free from the effects of mal de mer. As dawn everyone.
broke all those awake decided that faced with another
10 hours to get to Cherbourg the only sensible thing to To subscribe to the list visit the Mailing List page of the
do was to turn around and head back to a south coastlub website http://thornburysc.org.uk/mailing.shtml
port. and press the "join now" button. Next you can enter the
email address that you would like messages sent to.
Weymouth beckoned and four hours later Portland Bill
hove into view. There were no large scale charts of the Please also add a comment describing who you are so
approach to Portland and Weymouth so the Shamblesthat we can identify you as a member. All subscriptions
were given a wide birth and the donkey was thrashed need to be approved and if we can’t identify who is try-
into life again. A couple of hours later the boat passed ing to subscribe we may send you another email asking
the bleakness of Portland Harbour and entered a sunnyfor more information.
Weymouth. They temporarily moored by the bridge
and waited for the bridge to the marina to open. Need- We have disabled the use of attachments so as to reduce
less to say high up on the agenda was the purchase of ¢he chance of viruses being spread by this list.
box of matches and the first brew up for 16 hours, tea
never tasted so good! You can change the email delivery option (daily or indi-
vidual), view old messages, list members of the mailing
This wasn’t to be the last of the adventures and therelist, and change your email address etc. by visiting
was some good sailing still to come but this was defi- http://groups.yahoo.com/group/thornburysc
nitely the end of the trip to Cherbourg!

If at a later date you wish to remove yourself from the
mailing list send a mail to
It's lucky that no one from Thornbury would ever thornburysc-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
charter a boat like this although you can still find your-
self at the helm, bowling along in the dark thinking If you have any questions about this or any suggestions
“What on earth am | doing here?” for the website then please talk to me about them.

Jon Everett John Harvey



TSC goes to Frampton

Saturday 23rd April

Thanks Ken Greville for these photos of our instructors and sail trainees enjoy-
ing the flatter waters of Frampton-on-Severn SC for the day.......



....and thanks Mike Farquhar for the photo below, which he took just a week or two ago.

‘When | was on holiday in Greece, in PREVEZA to be precise, | met CHALKY WHITE who
was moored at the quayside. He sends his regards to all at TSC,
especially to Sid.’



Early Days of

- v
TSC Sailing Instructors BN Ey

3 &
Just a bit of history of sail training inspired by a bro- hd "%.I
chure I collected from ex-TSC instructor George Turpin _? 1
when | visited him at Brixham Marina where he now S i
runs a sailing school. 0 m

%

The brochure concerns cruiser sail training offered by '

George. The Round Britain Experience would be a
great venture for anyone who had the time and money.

www.roundbritainexperience.co.ukjives the details,

also the brochure is on the activities notice board in thiSiNg evening courses at Marlwood school and bringing
clubhouse. the R.Y.A. area coach Jenny Coleridge to take assess-

ments for instructor certification. (I remember her ban-

| met George in 1980 when he was a Venture SCOL{Emg Joan and George from sailing together for being

Leader and came to the South Cerney sailing venue sy flippant!) Albeit she was a good coach, taking Derek
nd myself through to senior instructor level.

pupil when we ran an annual week’s sailing course fof!
Avon Scouts. Nic Dunn, who was the County Sailing _
adviser, started these courses in 1978 (Nic is now aft Number of club members took the instructor courses
associate member of TSC although was very active iﬁmd'gall training was fully established with R.Y.A. rec-
the club in the 80s). ognition.

George was a natural sailor and very quickly becam _he state of training now has r.eaChed a high, with qua_tli-
one of our instructors. And. with Dave Jelf. Stevell€d instructors, due to the untiring efforts of the princi-

Brean, Dave Edwards and Derek Lee, joined TSC as, & John Allen, and Joan Booys obtaining a fleet of

the time, we had two Scout Wayfarers at the club. | Sa9u|ls and Toppers maintained by their dedicated team

“instructors” as at the time we mainly held intermediate®f N€lPers.

or advanced certificates allowing us to instruct.

| retired from sail training in 1990 but Derek is still fully
As the Scout County Sailing Adviser | continued thesdnVolved as a senior instructor, making Joan and him the
annual courses with the enrolment of several TSC men]ONgest serving instructors in the club.
bers. The one person who was outstanding in helpin . _
was Joan Booys who not only instructed, but did the-0otnote, Sarah, our Newsletter editor was, with her two
catering for 24 hungry pupils and instructors. In fact [SONS on the first South Cerney Scout camp, which then
had the pleasure to present Joan with a Scout award (48 tenting accommodation! Not the log cabins as now.
TSC). It was the brooch “Golden Arrow” presented in
appreciation of support from lay people. Peter Barnes

The South Cerney courses were a progression from the

Scout training courses we ran at the City docks which

Nic Dunn, Gordon Gaffey & myself started in 1975 us-1 remember it well Peter, eating in the marquee, sleep-

ing a refurbished Cadet dinghy, progressing to 2 Gullsng in tents with cold concrete bases—a bit basic but

and later 3 Toppers. more than made up for by the great nosh, the warmth
and enthusiasm of the instructors and the thrill of the

| retired from the Scouts R.Y.A. Principal position aboutsteep learning curve that was our first experience of

1989 and, as | understand, the sail training at the dockearning to sail! It was a terrific opportunity for us—as
is still going well. | recall, we paid only about £25 each and for that we

had a whole week of sailing instruction, accommodation
Sail training was beginning to be appreciated at TSC ind food. Not bad. And I was well and truly bitten by
the early 80s and Rex Riddington came from Framptonthe sailing bug that week.

on-Severn S.C. and gave quite an impetus to this, organ-
ED



Thornbury Sailing Club
General Meeting of Members

Safety Boat Officer
Mike Ford reported that a problem with Tango’s Kill
cord was being sorted at Sam Speed, along with the

first service on Valiant.

2 June 2005

He had serviced Tom Skuse on the water but could not
scrub it or check the anode.

Present

The Vice Commodore John Harvey and about 25 clu
members

Apologies

Commodore Rob Hudson, John Allen, and Sarat'N
Brankin

New Members

Martin Richardson attended the last committee meeting
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held on the 5 May were read an
agreed subject to a couple of corrections.

Matters Arising

None

Correspondence

Nothing significant. Poster for Severn Boat Festival at
Worcester 29-31 July on board.

Bosun

t1’he Limit marker had gone with the recent high wind.

Berthing Officer
ot present.

Sid thanked all who had helped with the gents and John
Allen and Andrew Smith who had varnished the
genches. Sid warned members that the floor may be
slippery when wet and he may need to consider some
sort of treatment.

\/olunteers are needed to refurbish the ladies.

Sail Training

Joan asked for volunteers to man Tom Skuse on the 11

REPORTS
Commodore sion.
Treasurer
Not a lot to report. Keith was looking at the issue of les
income from subscriptions than last year, although i
may be a matter of less boat fees. Keith was looking
next years budget and asked for any ideas for proje
from members.

. hurry.
A new bar glass washer was up and running but the new
till came without instructions. Any Ot

The new trestle tables arrived today

Membership Secretary
Not present

Sailing Secretary
David Cushing said all series were now underway. No
team had been entered in the BCYA Challenge.

Dave intended to introduce the RYA racing charter into
the summer series, although this was not a change in the
rules but related to conducting races including handling
protests.

A full committee had not yet been formed for the re-
gatta. Paul Craig and Martin Sully were planning the
event and Alison Winterton was chaperoning the social
side.

June when it was being used during the seamanship ses-

Social Secretary
ot present

CBé’ob Coleman said that the experiment of opening in the
evening was not a success and will not be repeated in a

her Business

Don Carter pointed out that the access road is in
a parlous state with widespread cracking. Tom
to contact Voyce Pullen on possible damage by
contractor breaking up sewerage outlet.

John Eacott drew the meeting’s attention to the
fact that the boathouse and clubhouse doors are
often left unlocked with no member in sight.
Jeff Stott suggested prominently emphasising
the need for responsibility in the Newsletter.

It was agreed that a study of club security
should be put to the committee as a project for
next year. Sid agreed to sort out the worn entry
gate padlock.

The meeting agreed that 2.30 on 10 July or the
Sea Sunday Service should be taken back to
Tess Sullivan and Oldbury Church as an appro-
priate time at TSC.

A discussion took place on the jetty and ‘rules’
for use, following Sean Greaves comment that



they caused him a problem in maintaining hisSat 23rd-Sun 24th July Bristol Harbour Regatta

boat, although it was agreed that the notices

were for guidance. It was explained that someSat 6th August TSC Picnic

people had been leaving boats moored unat-

tended for long periods and that this put consid-Mon 8th-Fri 12th August TSC Club Week

erable loading on the jetty anchorage particu-

larly during high winds and tides. Bob Coleman Sat 27th August TSC B-B-Q

added that in his experience people can ignore

sensible advice and rules then have to be mad&at 10th-Sun 11th SeptembeTSC Regatta

Sean suggested providing spare moorings and
Barbara Smith thought that mooring should be
provided for boats to shelter from bad weather.
Gordon Craig suggested that the jetty chain re-
straining system could be beefed up with chains
at 45 degrees from walkway.

It was agreed that the committee should discuss
the matter and also consider making the word-
ing on the jetty sign more reader friendly.

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.

Tom Dockerty, Hon Sec

NB These Minutes await the approval of the July GM.
Lastly, Vice Commodore John Harvey adds this note:

Security

At the last general meeting the issue of the club house
being left open was raised again. It was noted that the
safety boat shed had been found open recently with the
key for the clubhouse being unlocked as well. Whilst
there were members on the site they were near the float-
ing jetty so were not able to keep an eye on who could
easily get into the clubhouse. Please try to ensure that
the clubhouse, safety boat shed and dinghy compounds
are locked if you leave them unattended and don’t as-
sume someone else will do it. The committee will be
considering what can be done to improve the security
and to see if we can make it easier for the members to
open and lock the premises. If you have any thoughts on
this please pass them on to any committee member.

Diary dates
Fri 24th-Sun 26th June PCC Docks Rally
Sun 10th July Sea Sunday

Sat 23rd July 1YC Lundy race
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SEA SUNDAY

10" July 2005
at Thornbury Sailing Club
2.30-3.30 p.m.

Nautical Songs of Praisstyle family service
Outside if weather suitable

Any special requests for hymns
telephone Tessa Sullivan (01454 412095)



