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TSC picnic at St Pierre Pill
Sunday 29th May

A fine day, a good sail and a
first class picnic—all in all an
excellent day out. Thanks
CDYC, we'll be back!

Photos from
Rob Hudson




Commodore’s report

The sailing season is now well underway, and it's goodVe also had some useful working parties in early May
to see so many of you out on the water each week. Sdib tidy up the cruiser park, the pram dinghy area, and the
training is going to plan, we've finished the Pursuitdinghy compound. Thanks to all of you who turned up
Race series, we've had the Club picnic, and by the tim& help. There is still more to do in the dinghy com-
you read this we should have had the regatta. It's diffipound in particular, so further working parties will be
cult to believe that soon we will be half way through planned in the near future to finish the fencing, tidy up
2006, so let’s enjoy the rest of the season. some more of the vegetation, and get rid of the scrap.

There are a couple of matters | need to bring to youWe also need to make another supply of race marks to
attention. There has been some confusion about the uky. Alex Ciecura and Brian Mardon have kindly volun-
of the floating jetty, and particularly leaving cruisersteered to invest some time in maintaining Tom Skuse
alongside it unattended. Last year a lot of money anthanks to Mike Ford for carrying out the recent ser-
effort was expended on repairing it after the pin conwvice), and I'm sure they would appreciate help from
necting it to the fixed platform at the top of the bankother members.

broke. The Committee discussed the purpose of the

jetty, and agreed that it was primarily intended to enablés we have said for many years, we are a self help club,
cruiser and dayboat owners to launch their pram dinand need you all to do your bit if we are to retain the
ghies to get to their boats. Its secondary purpose is to letlture... and keep fees at affordable levels.

cruiser owners work on their boats (for example, carry

out engine repairs or fuel/provision for trips down chan-Happy sailing!

nel). However, we have never intended that it should be
used like a marina berth, and it was not designed to cogeob
with the loadings which marina pontoons experience.
Therefore boats on the jetty are not to be left unat-
tended. If the weather deteriorates, they can then |
moved to a mooring to prevent unnecessary strain on t
jetty fixings.

Clearly there may from time to time be occasions whe

boats have to be left on the jetty due to an emergeng
(eg engine breakdown), but these should be the exce
tion, and | would ask all members to please respect th

request. | know the original jetty had lasted for 20 yea
or more, but we now have a number of bigger and hea,
ier cruisers, and abuse of the jetty could deprive ag 8=
owners of boats moored in the pill of an important cIu 3
facility. .

Visitors are of course welcome on the upstream side
the jetty, provided they are not leaving their boats unafses
tended. ;

Also, while on this subject, please note that ‘Yello
Polly’, the pram kept locked at the end of the floating
jetty, is not to be borrowed by cruiser owners who the
depart the Pill leaving it attached to their mooring!!

We were again blessed with excellent weather for th_
Club picnic at St Pierre Pill, and the crews of the 8 boa
that made the trip were joined by many more who tra
elled by road and foot. The turkey was 50% bigger th
last year, and was totally demolished.



LOADING COAL
LYDNEY DOCKS, 1925
By Eric Bottomley G.R.A.

A Cannop Colliery wagon
tips its load into the hold
of a three-masted schoo-
ner at Lydney Docks
around 1925. On the left,
two Severn trows are
moored to the bank await-
ing loading. The nearer
vessel is theEliza of
Bridgewater which was
built at Runcorn in 1865.
Forest coal was shipped
from Lydney for 150
years, the last load leaving
in October 1960.

EdltOI”S NOteS guided tours through the remains of these hulks. I've
passed the information to Les Harper and he hopes that

It's a pleasure to be looking at the history of the Severthe Winter Talks programme can include a group visit,
again in this issue, firstly with this interesting old pic- perhaps in the new year when the vegetation is lower. If
ture. It shows Lydney Docks and was spotted by Walteany individuals would like to arrange a visit in the
Gibb on a greetings card at the recent model railwayneantime, here are the contact details:
exhibition at Thornbury. Nowadays the Docks are a maMr. L.P. Barnett
rina—Nick and Sue Russell keep their 43" concreteTel: 07833 143231
ketch Grey Goose there, so perhaps they could take Ermail: barnadillo@aol.com
modern photo of the Docks for us to compare with
1925. By the way, commiserations to Nick and SueThanks everyone for their excellent items and photos
over the dismasting of Grey Goose this week in badnce again. The next newsletter is due in September;
weather off the Gower—glad to hear they made it backontributions are welcome at any time and by the Gen-
into Swansea safely under their own steam. They kepdral Meeting in September at the latest. And | haven't
the Coastguard informed and called in every half hour tdorgotten the challenge in the last issue to tell us what
report that all was OK, and apparently the Coastguargiou think Annie, Jonathan and | were saying in the RIB
found it quite ironic that, while Nick and Sue were outtraining photo—but | think you should ask Andrew
there by themselves dealing with a real emergency, h8mith yourself if you want to hear his suggestions!
was answering an unnecessary Mayday call from some-
one who had simply run out of fuel off Portishead. Andsarah.brankin@tesco.net 01454 884712
I've just heard that Nick, Sue and Maisie have arrived
back home at Lydney with Grey Goose.

Across the Bristol Channel from the Gower, other Club
members were fighting their own battles in the Lundy
race: well done the teams of Malcolm Lyon (4th in

Class 1) and Shaun Grieves (7th in Class 2). And I'm
just home from an excellent Cruiser Out & Back with a
close finish—still waiting to hear whether it was won by

Barry Smith or Dave Cushing on handicap.

The second bit of Severn history concerns the hulks you
may have noticed on the Severn bank at Purton along-
side the canal. just up from Sharpness marina. A local
marine historian contacted me to say that he organises



News from the Those Controversial
pram dinghy compound Jetty Rules

As the pram dinghy compound has been tidied and thewould like to state that in my opinion the new “jetty
racks numbered hopefully members will by now haverules” and their supporting notices are unnecessarily
filled in their details on the downstairs notice board inrestrictive and officious.
the clubhouse. If not could you please do so by 16th
July so that abandoned or unused dinghies can be ré&he rule that boats cannot be left unattended overnight
moved to allow more room as some spaces are i an over-reaction to the fact that a tiny minority of
bit tight. We have also reshuffled a few prams to makeruiser owners had left their boats unattended on the
best use of the available space, if we have inconverjetty for very protracted periods or in high wind condi-
ienced anybody by doing so | apologise. More rackgions, which most people would agree is bad practice.
will be added as required in the near future. If, though, one is working on a boat — varnishing her or
painting the decks, for example — it is not possible to
We did remove three prams from the compound on 6timmediately return her to the mooring without spoiling
May and put them at the back of the car park. One hastae work and it is stupid to be forced to stay on her over-
maroon glass hull with rotten woodwork, one is greynight. There is no harm, in quiet weather, and espe-
and looks a bit like a coffin and the other was tender taially during weekdays, in leaving a boat that is being
Downalong who has since left the club. If anybodyworked on berthed on the jetty. The jetty is easily ro-
knows of the present owners could they please contatiust enough for the job providing large cruisers are not
me on 01452 413478. Thank you for your cooperation. left unattended in strong winds.

Mike Cresswell The rule that cruisers may also only be berthed on the
upstream side is also wrong. It is better practice to berth
two cruisers one on each side than to double up on one
side only. This asymmetric berthing causes inconven-

E-mail the Editor ience in that the inboard vessel is clambergd over and
the outboard vessel cannot be reached easily for work-
ing upon. It is also unnecessarily unwelcoming to visi-

10th May 2006 tors to deny them a good alongside berth when one is
available.

Sarah, a stop press for your newsletter which supports

Mike Cresswell’s call for people to lock up their pram The end section of the jetty is sufficient space for
dinghies. launching prams and if Yellow Polly were kept on a

trolley at the top of the jetty then there would be even

When | went on board my cruiser "BRIGAND" yester- more space available (Yellow Polly is generally only
day, | found that someone had stolen my petrol tankised for mooring work, etc. anyway, so the added in-
from the stern locker. This petrol tank is one of the outconvenience for her users would be minimal).

board remote type and as well as costing me money to

replace, it will be difficult to find one that will fit as Itis said by some that the “new rules” are a reversion to
well and as safely. | believe that last year a peargt ~ ©old rules. | have been in the Club since 1986 and during
was stolen from one of the RIBs. So was this stolen bgll that time people generally have used the jetty sensi-

a member of the general public or do we have a thief iRly. berthing both sides and leaving their boats unat-
the club? tended for short periods when working on them. Even if

hitherto (i.e. more than 20 years ago) these rules did
| guess it's a faint hope but if someone borrowed th@pply, things have changed. There are now many more
tank for emergency use, | would be obliged if theyCruisers and many fewer moored dinghies.
would return it. It might be useful to put a note in the
Newsletter and | would be obliged if you could circulatelt is strongly recommended that these poorly thought-

this note to the club at large. through over-regulations be rescinded.
Kind regards Nigel Vaughan
Jeff Stott 25 May 2006



View from the clubhouse

a faint shape in the distance. His wife forlornly asked
me if | had any idea when he might return. It was clear
that her plan to watch her husband go for quick sail, fol-
lowed by lunch at the Anchor had not worked out. He'll
be at least another hour, | told her, (wise with my, then,
one year’'s experience) 'they are usually up here for 4 or
5 hours’. She was not impressed. To me that memory is
a picture the situation one finds one self in as a non-
sailing member of a sailing family. What is one to do?
Sit around waiting on the shore, or go and get on with
one’s own life?

But also, there are those wonderful days when the sun is
shining and warm, one can almost imagine that the wa-
ter is blue, the fleet are in full sail, storming along, and
it is a pleasure to while away several hours of a pleasant
summer afternoon on the bank on the Severn.

After all, | have to admit, | really have only my self to
blame, because it was at my instigation that sailing be-
came part of our lives. Several years ago | suggested to
Fergus that he should have a go at sailing again. Having
sailed at school, he was always saying that he would
like to do it again. | thought that it would be a great
thing for him to do and something that the children
would enjoy too. In fact, my plan was that sailing would

April is here and the sailing season is starting again.
Last week | printed the sailing program and put all the
dates and times in my diary and on the calendar. The
three-month break always seems to go so quickly. This
year more so than ever; because Fergus has been crew-
ing on a cruiser for the frostbite series, and already Tho-
mas has raced in the South West Topper Traveller se-
ries. The first was at Chew valley in Feb and there were

two in March. The last of which was at the Cotswold
Sailing Club. The drive over was very familiar, and be-
ing here has reminded me of that far off summer in
1998, which for us was our first summer of sailing.
Well, sailing for Fergus and the children, sitting on the
shore, or, as now, in the clubhouse for me. So what is it
like to be the non-sailor in a sailing family?

One memory | have encapsulates a lot of the reality of
the experience for me. | remember several years ago on
a chilly day at Oldbury: A new member turned up with
his family. He launched his boat and set sail, | am not
sure if he took a child or two with him. But, | know that
his wife and parents-in-law were left ashore to await his
return. They retreated to the warmth of the clubhouse, as
one does on those days when the wind blows cold. Half
an hour or so later; the sail of his boat had diminished to



be something that Fergus and the children would do antihe committee believes that it needs to have cleas rule
| would get a break to do other things. That first trialthat may be applied to cruiser owners who are tempted
summer of sailing, everything seemed to go to plan. Wéo abuse the facility, perhaps blocking it to other mem-
made several trips to Cotswold water park, were wders or putting undue strain on its design load. Many
were able to hire various boats. Fergus reminded himeruiser owners believe that the jetty should be con-
self of his school-day sailing skills, the children playedstructed to meet the needs of the members rather than
on the bank and paddled in the water, | sat in the suthe members use of it restricted to meet the current jetty
and read a book. Bliss. If that was what sailing was altlesign. No doubt this one will run and run among the
about | was definitely going to encourage it! chattering cruiser class. In the meantime if you have any
positive and creative ideas | would be pleased to hear
Then Fergus joined the club here and the next summerfilom you and to put them to the committee.
began to get an inkling that things might not quite work
out as | had planned. When Fergus was sailing | wa¥HE CRUISER REGISTER
ashore with the children, which was lovely for us all on
nice, dry and warm summer days. To be able to get outam compiling a register of TSC cruisers covering all
of inner-city Bristol and spend a summer afternoon athe details of your yacht which the search and rescue
the club is a privilege. But much of the year the prospecservices might need in order to effect a speedy rescue
of spending a few hours in the clubhouse while the wingshould you ever be in need. Blank forms are available
drives the rain outside is not so appealing. And then, asn the club notice board and | would ask all cruiser
the children started to sail, | was the one who had to getwners who have not already done so to complete one
them into wet suits, launch them into the pill and catchand send it to me. The register itself will be kept in a
them when they came back in again. bright yellow folder in the OOD box. Entry to any club

Not that | am complaining. | am really happy to enable
the children to do something that is so beneficial on all
levels. It is great to see them gaining confidence and
taking responsibility while doing an activity that they
enjoy. Overall, although there haven’'t been many op-
portunities to sit in the sun and relax while reading a
book. | am very happy to be a non-sailing member of a
sailing family. And at least, while | am sitting around in
various clubhouses, as Thomas's chauffeur, | have a
good excuse for not being at home doing the cleaning!

Carla Macgregor

THE TSC CRUISING SCENE
THE CRUISER LIFTER

The new cruiser lifter has made launch & retrieval of all
shapes and sizes a dream. We are very lucky to have
Bob, Jim and Sid as real expert operators of the lifter.
During the summer they plan to paint it so it will not
only be the part but look it as well. On behalf of all the
cruiser sailors a big thanks guys !

THE FLOATING JETTY

The rules regarding the floating jetty continue to be the
cause of much discussion among the cruiser fraternity.



cruiser long distance races will from now on only be
accepted if you have completed the register. | hope you
agree that as a caring & responsible club this is a very
positive move.

THE 2006 CRUISE IN COMPANY

The 2006 cruise in company leaves TSC at 1800 on Sat-
urday 22° July (First weekend of school holidays). Vis-
its to Portishead, Cardiff, Watchet and Swansea are on
the plan and the cruise will culminate at the Bristol Har-
bour Festival on Saturday 2Quly where there is a
French market, live music festival, parties and a huge
fireworks display to look forward too. A quick trip back

to TSC from there on Sunday B®vill see you arrive
just in time to enjoy club week. There will be no night
sailing and the cruise will stop each day at pontoon
berths where shower and toilet facilities are available. If
you are a cruiser owner and are interested please put
your name down on the list on the notice board and turn
up for the briefing meeting in the Clubhouse at 1600 on
Saturday 2%' July. In the meantime if you have any
guestions please just call me on 01453 811021

CRUISER RACING
TSC is no exception to the No 1 unwritten rule of all

clubs that would state “The best way to get to know eve-
ryone and feel at home is to participate in the clubs or-

Photo from Tom Dockerty



ganised activity” In sailing clubs that usually means
racing !!

Racing gets you on the water every weekend.

Racing gets your adrenalin flowing (Even if you are 75
+ and can hardly remember what adrenalin is)

Racing is great life training for children & grandchil-
dren..come on Dad or Grandad !

sailing might be boring to youngsters but racing is cool,
so get them on your cruiser and race !

Busy or stressed at work ? go on set yourself free, re-
lease all the pent up tensions of the week and relax in a
cruiser race.......

Go on get out there and enjoy the pleasures of cruiser
racing.....If you need a crew I'll try to help, call me on
01453 811021.

Remember to call me if you need any information or
help on the cruiser front
Good sailing and fair winds

Gordon Craig
Cruiser Captain

Anchors Aweigh 2006

Thanks Chris Eacott for these photos.



Sail Training

Some of the adult group waiting to launch at Frampton......... and Topper trainees waiting for the tide at TSC

The adult group watch as instructor Nick Russell explains capsize drill

Cruiser Out & Back

Steve and Charlotte Ferguson at Cardiff Yacht Club with TSC competitors Adagio, Arcady, Bateleur and Deliberation



Gloucester Harbour Rally at Easter

Left

TSC boats at the front of the fleet in Sharp-
ness lock: Deliberation (Cresswells),
Arcady (Brankins), Free Spirit

(Harpers) and Cutty Stark (Craigs)

Below left
Grey Goose (Russells)

Below right
The Free Spirit crew

Bottom right

Relaxing with visitors on the bank at
Purton on the way home from Gloucester
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Newsletter online Regatta

If you have a computer with an Internet connection, yourhe Regatta will be held over the weekend of the
probably know that you can read the TSC Newslettel 7"/18" June — two weeks away as | write.
online a couple of weeks before you receive the printed
copy through the post. That's because it only takes md&summer looks like it might happen, Ken’s mowing the
ments to upload each issue to the website but it takesgrass, the folk band have been booked, prizes have been
long time to print and distribute it through the mail. ordered, the Saturday menu is planned; but there's so
This task is gallantly undertaken by our Vice- much more to do!
Commodore John Harvey and his family.
We need volunteers. Shelley Bateman will be co-
But if you have a slow Internet connection you may findordinating the galley and Alison Winterton will be or-
it too troublesome to download each issue from theganising the evening meal. Please contact them if you
website, especially now that we get a colour versiorare able to assist. Other areas needing help will be:
through the post. | wonder if you've thought of going clearing the boatshed, the erection of the marquee
into your local library and using their computers to readFriday evening weather permitting), race box assis-
it online? They have some very smart new computergants, registration, car parking, and slipway. | have put
for the public to use in the South Glos libraries, thanksup a list of jobs on the notice board, please put your
to a recent upgrade, as well as a fast Internet connectioname against any jobs that you help with — thanks. All
we need is for the good weather to continue and pray for

It's free, and all you have to do is: some wind.
log on using the number on you
library membership card and you Dave Cushing

PIN number (library staff will tell
you what it is if you've forgotten)
click on the Internet Explorer icon
enter the address of the TSC
website:www.thornburysc.org.uk
click on the link for Newsletters on the left-hand side
of the page

click on the date for the issue you want to read

or if you prefer you can go directly to my website at:
www.sarahbrankin.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk

Group e-mail list

Once the latest Newsletter is online | let everyone know
by e-mail, using the TSC group list that has been set up
with Yahoo. It's good to see that the system is being
used but | wonder if everyone who wants to join the
group has managed to do so successfully—I can’t be the
only one who found the Yahoo joining instructions very
confusing!

Last summer John Harvey wrote an article for the
Newsletter in which he kindly offered to answer any
guestions about joining the e-mail list—I'm sure the
offer still stands. Also, | have written up the way I did it
as a guide and would be happy to let you have a copy,
just ask. The more club members on the list and keep-
ing in touch the better.
ED
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June 17" & 18th
Start Times: Sat 11:05am
Sun 11:50am
Fast H'Cap — 1029 & Below
Slow H'Cap — 1030 & Up
Cruisers (PY)
Fireballs

Prizes Each Day
Evening Entertainment
Unlimited overnight camping

Contact: Dave Cushing (Sailing Secretary)
01454 880134
or email: racing@thornburysc.org.uk
Or
Gary & Keryn Henwood-Fox (Fireball reps.)
0797 3111795

Website: www.thornburysc.org.uk
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