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Commodore’s Report
June 2007

The summer is really upon us now, and it's good to sd
SO0 many boats out during the races, and the sail traing
developing their skills so rapidly. Soon the regattd
weekend will arrive, and | hope you will all turn up to
compete, or to help with the galley, the slipway, and th g
other many duties which need to be undertaken if t- g
event is to be a success.

We had the AGM a few weeks ago, and two of the rul
changes were passed (one with a minor amendmer
and one was rejected. The Bye Law change was al
approved by the General Meeting that followed. |
states:

The allocation of cruiser mooring spaces is en-
tirely at the discretion of the Committee. A moor-
ing will not be granted to Members until after five # T
years of active Club membership. Applications for

cruiser moorings shall be made in writing to the

Berthing Officer for consideration by the Commit-

tee, and applicants will be required to attend a

Committee meeting to justify their request.

At the following Committee Meeting | suggested that
we should add the following words to the Bye Law:

Existing cruiser owners who wish to change their
cruiser will also be required to follow the same
process,

and this wording will be put to the June General Meet-
ing for approval. Hopefully it will have been agreed by
the time you read this Newsletter. The intention of the
initial change was to align the way we deal with new
applications for cruiser moorings with the way we deal
with new members to the club. The additional wording
is to ensure that a cruiser owner who has a boat which is
perfectly suitable for the Pill cannot change it to one
which isn't! Hopefully you will agree that this is a sen-
sible approach, and will enable us to ensure that moor-
ings are sensibly allocated to appropriate boats.

Finally, you will see elsewhere in this issue a report on
the Lundy race. It was a great weekend and all four TSC
boats represented the club with honour, and Sarah
Brankin did particularly well to get"2in class and 12
overall. Gary Chapman was M@verall, a fantastic
achievement in a fleet of over 40 boats.

Rob Hudson




i ! Thanks once again for all your excellent contributions to
EdItOr s Notes the newsletter. The next one is due in September and

. . I'm ha to receive articles, photos etc at any time.
Summer is off to a good start, but with the usual ups and PRy P y

downs in the weather. Thanks Aaro_n Lowe for this SUsarah.brankin@tesco.net 01454 884712
per photo of Thomas Macgregor sailing a Topper after
the cancellation of the Beachley Race. As he says,
winds were gusting to 40 knots at the clubhouse, and

there were some BIG waves about. Not the Lydney Litre

It had been a busy week; the previous weekend had
been sail training on Saturday (without any sailing
though because of strong winds), followed by RIB duty
on Sunday. Tuesday saw me in my role as taxi driver to
get Thomas to the midweek race, then sail training again
on Wednesday evening. Friday evening was yet another
trip to the club to collect our Topper, then Saturday was
sail training all day at Frampton.

As the Lydney Litre on Sunday approached Thomas
decided that he could not get his paper rounds done in
time to make the race start - so | was off the hook as far
as taxi driving went. | decided a lie-in on Sunday was
called for rather than another trip to the sailing club, and
I would not call Steve Ferguson to see if he wanted to
sail in case he said yes. However the lie-in was not to
be, just as | was thinking about getting out of bed and
Down channel, the weather was unexpectedly favourmaking some tea on Sunday morning, phones started
able for the Lundy race. It was terrific fun and a won-bleeping with text messages and | could hear the an-
derful opportunity for all of us who took part, and we swer-phone taking a message from Steve. My resolve
are grateful to llfracombe YC for organising the eventquickly evaporated and | had ten minutes to pack my
so well, particularly the racing side itself. The bngfi sailing bag and grab some breakfast. At least Steve was
was excellent and given the constantly changingicking me up so I could look forward to a full litre later
weather forecasts it was very reassuring, particularly foin the day.
us skippers of a more cautious nature, to know that we
could call and ask for advice in case of problems. WitiThe Wayfarer was quickly rigged and supplies of cof-
the level of sea-sickness on some of the more tippjee, chocolate bars and water stowed. Steve decided that
boats, some of the skippers must even have wonderediifwas now officially summer, so shorts and spray top
they were going to need to ask for crew to be lifted offwould suffice, a decision he later paid a price for. We
None of us underestimates the amount of responsibilitget off in light winds with his daughter Chloe at the
we take on when we do this sort of thing, but it makes &4elm and the boat pointing in the general direction of
big difference to know that you are doing it as part of aChepstow with the expectation that we would eventually
well-organised event. It's also great fun to sail in a bigend up at Lydney. It is a funny place the Severn because
fleet like that! and with a cannon start, and the beautifueven though we were pointing at Chepstow we passed
setting of the Devon coastline....just perfect. within about 100 yards of Counts. At this point it was
about half an hour before high water and we decided
But not quite everything went smoothly on the day....that we would not reach Lydney. The OOD was in-
I'YC commodore Dave Turk was reversing off his moor-formed by handheld VHF that we had retired from the
ing to head for the starting line when he caught a ropeace, and an alternative destination was sought.
round the prop! It happens to us all, but isn’'t usually
announced on the radio to the whole fleet. In case any-ast year Steve and | started to explore some of the pills
one missed the news, his friends cobbled together a tren the far bank of the river in our 470, visiting Sturch
phy for him during the day—a miniature propeller with Pill, Waldings Pill, Horse Pill (several times) and some
a rope around it—and presented it to him at the eveningmaller pills that we do not know the names of. Now
prizegiving! Good job he has a sense of humour. that we have a Wayfarer we hope to continue our explo-
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Grange Pill and Cone Pill

rations and go a bit further afield. However, with the
light winds and the need for coffee we needed some-
where close and decided on Grange Pill, which is at
Woolaston Grange (the pill that we call Woolaston is
actually called Cone Pill - see map). At first we seem

as if we would make it, however the wind was very light\yas reluctant to walk through the mud and decided that
and as soon as we reached the small channel that rugig pest way to stay clean was to stand on the foredeck
along the far bank we started to head rapidly towardgs the Wayfarer and jump as far ashore as possible. This
Lydney once again. The oars were quickly shipped angl;rned out to be a bad idea, the ground was considerably
a few minutes of rowing by Steve saw us pull into a tinysefter than Steve anticipated, and the ensuing splash left

pill next to Guscar Rocks about 0.5km up river fromhim speckled with mud from head to toe. | must remem-
Grange Pill. The modern OS maps and charts do n@ier to take a camera on our trips!

show the name of this pill, but the 1891 map shows it as

Lay Pill. | had read that between 1932 and 1935 a large Roman
villa was partly excavated in a field called Chesters east

I took the anchor ashore to moor the boat and coffee ang woolaston Grange. Little more than the bath systems

chocqlate bars were also passed ashore. Time fo_r Ste_bﬂ?two periods were uncovered, but the villa was appar-

to exit the boat. If you remember, Steve had decided §ntiy puilt in the first half of the 2nd century, destroyed

was summer and was sailing in shorts, consequently hgnq rebuilt around 320, remaining occupied until the 5th
century. During this occupation a harbour in the near-by
Lay Pill was apparently much used and the villa is
thought to have had a lighthouse to guide vessels past
the off-shore Guscar Rocks. A hoard of about 250 Ro-
man coins from 313 to 346 was discovered at an uniden-
tified site in the parish in 1887-8 (From: 'Woolaston:
Introduction’, A History of the County of Gloucester:
Volume 10). | had set off on foot from Lydney one day
last year with the hope of exploring the site, but had not
got that far, so now seemed like a good time to take a
look.

After refreshments, we walked inshore along the pill
and our best estimate of the villa's location put it in the
middle of a cultivated field at the top of the photograph,



which had young crops sprouting so we decided closer Addlthﬂ&' bar Volunteers

investigation was not possible. We did have a look at
the little bridge you can see in the photograph and soon needed
returned to the Wayfarer to find it sitting on the mud

about twelve feet away from the water. | very S00Ncargline has asked me to mention that a few more vol-
came to appreciate the 110lbs difference in weight beynteers are needed for help with the bar, on the under-
tween a 470 and a Wayfarer, however we managed tganding that they may be needed a couple of times a
get the boat refloated and decided a rapid departure Wagionth. Can anyone who is interested please contact:
called for. The sails were raised and we all jumped in

only to find that although we were floating, only a few caroline Chapmanon01454 775150

boat lengths to 'seaward’ there was more mud with only
a few inches of water covering it. The water looked
deeper to port so the oars were put to use as punts and
after punting for a few boat lengths we were able to turn
to starboard and row clear of the bank. The photograph
shows the pill at high water, but there is another kink in
the pill similar to the one you can see in the photograph
that is underwater in the photo. The 1922 OS map
shows this most clearly, if you want to go and explore
the river banks the old OS maps show a lot more detalil
than the modern ones — or the charts! There then fol-
lowed a very slow gentle sail back across the river in-
volving more coffee, before finally enjoying my litre
sitting on the bank in front of the club house.

Fergus Macgregor

Courses at TSC

After the success of the DSC radio course that was run Check out our new-look
at the club recently, course instructor Bob Grant is of- website on:

fering to run further courses for us if we are interested. .
9 www.wet-windy.co.uk

He is prepared to run the following courses: and see what youthink.
Yachtmaster Theory The team are working hard to improve our services to
Day skipper the sailing fraternity, and your feedback
DSC Radio would be appreciated.
Firstaid - With our new site we aim to have all the information
Sea Survival you need, available 24 hours a day,
Radar at the click of a mouse!

Diesel Engine We are the_nevicensed builders

There is always a demand for the two navigation theory of the Buzz and ISO classes.

courses (Day Skipper and Yachtmaster) and if a few of Test sail a Topaz, Magno, Iso, or Buzz free with
you indicate interest it will get the ball rolling. The no obligation
other courses are popular too. Don’t waste this great Call us on 0117-966 9582

opportunity—if you are interested, please contact: or pop into the store at

. 5 Ashton Drive
Caroline Chapmanon Bristol

01454 775150 BS3 2PN



News from the
pram dinghy compound

Dinghy Sailing
at Thornbury in 2007

| got chatting to some new members on the bank and
although it would be more convenient for them to join
Portishead they were not welcome as they have a Cat so
they have joined us. This got me thinking. Obviously
things change and different boats come into fashion; this
has always been the case. But do we need to proceed
with caution?

Can our launching facilities cope with ever more Cats?
Will it make course setting difficult?

Do we want to keep expanding our dinghy compound?

Another thought — are we giving any encouragement to
more traditional boats?

There is very little dinghy cruising now and that is
surely a very vital part of the club; seaworthy boats
sailed by people who expect to look after themselves.
But the boats are heavy and putting them on moorings is
not popular now. Where is that promised capstan or
winch?

It is worth stopping to think before we end up not liking
what we have got!

Joan Booys

As only two of the six dinghies removed from the com-
pound last year have been claimed | am now assuming
the other four have no owners. The four unclaimed din-
ghies will either be used by the club or sold with monies
received going to club funds. If anybody is interested in
buying a bargain please contact me on 01452 413478.

Mike Cresswell

Dates for your diary

Saturday 30th June—Club Picnic
For dinghies and cruisers

Sail down to St Pierre Pill

Leaving TSC at 8.15 am
Returning on the evening tide
7th/8th July—TSC Regatta
Saturday 4th August—TSC BBQ
Sail upriver and go ashore
Sunday 5th to Thurs 9th August—
Club Week

A week of camping, sailing and enter-
tainment for everyone.



Brain in Neutral a la Francaise
or
Is that Nelson’s Ghost
| hear laughing?

It was a good holiday in Normandy, looking at the D-
Day sites such as the Pegasus Bridge Museum complex.
Well worth the visit, even if only to have a strong coffee
in the Café Gironde, the first building to be liberated in
France. The old bridge is in a small museum next to the
new one that is of the same design but a little larger.

It still opens the same way — lifting gracefully up to the
sky to let large boats through.



Then it closes again, dropping inexorably to leave a few
feet clearance above the river. But hang on, what’s that
coming into shot near several hundred tons of plummet-
ing steel? Surely not the mast of a yacht?

And what happens now?

WALLOP!

Zut alors! Too many Euros getting into the wrong hands
if you ask me.

At least no-one was injured.

Sailing tip of the century: Do not attempt to sail a yacht
under a lift bridge when it is closing. Doing so may re-
sult in a collision (bet it doesn’t say thatthe “Rule of
The Road”).

James Doggart
Safety Boat Officer

“Too many Euros in the
wrong hands”



Round Lundy then down to the yacht club for more beer, and for the
: ‘ . cey guote which started this article. Then Gordon the
In an ‘Aussie skiff'!! Navigator arrived, so we were ready for our 8.15am
start.
Overheard in the bar at lifracombe Yacht Club on
Friday, £' June — “have you seen those thikessie  The morning was grey, the breakfast was good but not
skiff boats that have come down to take our trophy?"appealing as the adrenalin started to pump, and soon we
said in a broad Devon accent. were off for the start of Fleet 2. (Arcady had started at

7.30am in Fleet 3, and the fastest boats would start at
Well the threeskiffs were in fact the thregeanneau Sun  9.00am).

2000s on their first team outing to win the first of the

big round the island races in the country, backed up ablyhe wind was gusting hard off the headland, but the

by the all female crew of Arcady, who took the easythree Suns got a great start, being in the first fooats

option and sailed down to llfracombe. over the line in the fleet of 27. Then a long reach to the
north of Lundy, and the gusts steadied, Gary hoisted his
gennaker and went off in the wrong direction, but very
quickly. We soon followed suit, had to drop and rerig
the tack line, and we were off after him, and Tony
followed us. For thredours we were within 50 yards of
Tony and only a couple of hundred from Gary, and as
we approached Lundy we went past Sarah.

At the Hen and Chickens Gary went tight, Tony wide
and us in the middle, and as we went through the
overfalls, we went out to look for tide and wind, while
Gary went in to look at the seabirds 50 yards off the
cliffs. And did it pay! He stormed down the west side of
the island opening up a mile or more, and at Black Rock

Why ‘easy option’? Gary has a sat nav in his new /\

‘hairdresser’s car’ and he led our convoy down the M5
and then on a detour of Coombe Martin, where we had
an exciting half an hour negotiating lorries, coaches,
roadworks and narrow lanes before the final challenge —
the hill down to the harbour in llifracombe, where the
locals had kindly placed parked cars on all the double
yellow lines around the corners to make it even more of
a test of nerve and skill. Gary’s trailer is shortemtha
Tony’s and mine, so it didn’t logically follow that if he
could get through, then we all could.

But we did arrive, put the masts up on the beach,
launched as the tide came in, and even had a quick sail
(which didn’t prevent us from incorrectly rigging our
main and gennaker for the race). Then we had the
pleasure of waiting for the tide to come in, and Alex and

| performed some clever manoeuvres to pick up a stern
buoy, before | stepped off into to twieet of water to

take the bowline ashore - only to find it was thfeet,
which didn’t do my mobile phone any good.
: . 2 )&) '
A quick shower, a meal and some beer and wine, and 1#



was mixing it with the fast boats as first boat on the
water. Lundy

However, the tide was then against him, so as we got
down to the south side we started to close up. Again we
had our gennakers flying, and we closed him down so
that we were 400 yards to windward, and on what |
thought was a faster sailing line to the finish. So for
another threéours we tracked him, but all seemed over
when we were hit by some big gusts nearly on the nose
about a mile from the finish. We dropped the gennaker,

and thought the race with Gary was over. Most of us will be familiar with Lundy the sea area but
few will have visited the island that gives its name st i

Oh no, it wasn't! — the next 20 minutes were very tens@ 1 miles offshore and over 20 miles from llfracombe.

as Gary sailed into a hole, and we closed to 100 yardgxposed to the prevailing winds off the Atlantic and the

and it looked as though we could sneak round and ovefdes of the Bristol Channel, Lundy just isn't a place you
the line ahead. Then Gary had his non existent winthop over to’ without a bit of serious planning.

blocked by a trimaran. But then another big boat took
our wind, and Gary made it to the line and we crept oveVisitors are carried to Lundy on the MS Oldenburg,
just under threeminutes later, with Tony 16 minutes Lundy's own ship.
behind us. . . :
The island is a three-mile
We took 8.5 hours, and surprised people with howong. half-mile wide chunk
quickly we got round the course, but, as TSC sailor§f granite rising sheer out
will know, for little boats the Sun 2000s have a tough©f the water and sur-
handicap, and in perfect conditions for us we onlyrounded by wrecks, spec-
managed ¥, 10" and 14" in Class 2, and 11 15" and tacular underwater scenery
19" overall out of the 29 boats to finish. and a friendly resident seal
population, making it popu-
However, Arcady did TSC proud, getting®lace in lar with divers. Birdwatch-
Fleet 3, and managing “12lace overall, so we basked ers are also keen to visit
in their reflected glory, and celebrated their greattnd spot the puffins.
success. Well done to Sarah, Inky, Marie and Sue, whbundy’s granite cliffs are
sailed back early next morning while we put our boatgippreciated by climbers.
back on the trailers to take home.....and plan for theEd
RTIOW in threeweeks time.

Rob Hudson Gloucester Rally

Left and Below: A small fleet of TSC boats leaving to
3 #H' O+ sail up to Gloucester at Easter for the annual rally. We
enjoyed both good weather and good company!
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to register for the race the following day and to check
DlNG HY COM POUND out the weather forecast posted outside the Harbour
Master's Office. After our evening meal, we retired to
SORT OUT our bunks fairly early, as our start time the following
morning was 7.30am.
If you have not already seen the request please get down
to the club asap and put a sticker on your dinghyYOn Saturday morning, we were up before 6.00 and
(directions, pens, discs etc in box on top of ‘key cup-Sarah telephoned Swansea Coastguard for the latest
board’ in boatshed ). forecast, which was Southerly 4-5 occasionally 6 in the

_ West. After discussion, we decided to start the race, but
The next request is PAINT YOUR NAME ON YOUR f conditions turned nasty we could retire and go back to

TRAILER asap. We will be sorting the trailer com- |ifracombe under reduced sail if necessary.
pound too!

The wind was brisk around the start line, but conditions
All neglected boats without stickers will be moved towere manageable, and we had a good start. We were
the far left hand corner of the compound. Also canoesecond boat most of the way out to Lundy, but by the
and sailboards. time we reached the island 4 or 5 boats had overtaken
us. We hardened up to beat around the back of the is-
Unnamed masts etc will go on the scrap metal heap oand and after a time saw that some boats had gone very
the old trailer at the far corner of the car park. close inshore (led by Gary in his Sun 2000). We did not
wish to go too close in and lost a few places by staying a
We should end up with more convenient spaces anfitle way out. Some of the fleet were much further out
regularly sailed boats nearer to the gates. than us and they lost out even more. We rounded the
island by 2.00pm and | telephoned Race Control to let
Then we can set up some simple guidelines so that on¢gem know our position (as they had asked competitors
the annual fees are in any boat without the current yeats do). We went through a rough patch of water at first
sticker will come out leaving space for new members. and then hit an area of very little wind for a while. The
wind then picked up and | had a very enjoyable half an
Ring me if there is a problem — or even better volunteerour or so on the helm (we had agreed previously to

for a working party!. have one-hour stints on the helm). Sarah then took over
and we were back off Bull Point within two hours. We

Joan Booys (01454 412987) went up the shore in fluky conditions and we thought it

(sidandjoan@tiscali.com was appropriate for Marie, with her French accent, to

radio Race Control to inform them we were approaching
the finish line of the Lundy Trafalgar Race - we finished

Lundy Trafalgar Race at 5.30pm.

an June 2007 After putting Arcady on her visitor's mooring, we went

ashore to the Club and a barbeque was organised for all

On Thursday, F1May, | met Sarah down at Oldbury at the competitors. The prize giving was held at 10.00pm

5.30pm. Inky and Marie arrived about an hour later andnd we were very pleased to discover that we w&re 2

once all our luggage was stored on board Arcady, wén our class (and ¥3overall). We all went up to re-

had a meal and then set off for Portishead. We arrivedeive our trophy and posed for photographs. As we

at Portishead about 9.45pm and settled in our berth iwere all very tired, we went back to Arcady soon after-

the marina. wards, as we had to depart the following morning, early.
Sunday, we were away at 6.30am — there was very little

We awoke the following morning at 5.30am and de-wind (again, on the nose). We got close to Foreland

parted from the marina at 6.30am bound for llfracombePoint by high water and then motored close inshore up

There was hardly any wind (which was on the nose) anthe coast to Watchet. After low water, we made good

we motored down channel. We got to Foreland Point gprogress up channel and arrived at Oldbury just after

about low water and had to motor close inshore to Ilfra8.00pm.

combe, arriving there by the end of the afternoon. On

approaching llfracombe, we saw two of the Sun 2000s

out in the bay practising. We picked up the last visitor'sSue Russell

mooring in the outer harbour and went ashore in ordedune 2007
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BRISTOL CHANNEL YACHTING ASSOCIATION

Bristol
The assaciation of Yacht Clubs in the Bristol Channel and Sevefastuary. Channel
Yachting

Web site: www.bristolchannel.co.uk e-mail: secretary@bristolcdnnel.co.uk Association

RISTOL CHANNEL YACHTING ASSOCIATION

Invites you to the

A frequent shuttle bus ...C...Y...A... RALLY Do come along there

runs from the Bay to

- il be plenty for the
Cardiff Centre Mermald Quay ¥z\;lmily to do ar):d see
Cardiff Bay

Friday 13 to Sunday 15 July 2007

This new event is in conjunction with
the Cardiff Bay International Food & Wine Festival

Cheese and Wine Reception. Nautical Bucket Quiz
Best Dressed Boat

and blindfold Rowing Competition

To register free...

Please contract Tony Davies...

E-mail tony@designbyrelish.co.uk It's
Mobile 07816 337904. Wonderful
Landline 029 2051 5376
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